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First Ever Giving 
Thanks Event Salutes 
Students and Donors 
On November 29, 2018, Candace Smith, a nursing 
major attended the Cumberland County College 
Foundation’s inaugural Giving Thanks event to honor 
scholarship and other Foundation donors. “Scholar-
ships mean so much because college is expensive,” 
Smith said. “It’s so nice to know that someone is 
investing in your future.” 
The event, attended by nearly 70 donors and students, 
was held to celebrate the accomplishments of students 
who are attending Cumberland County College, but 
also to express gratitude to the people who donate to 

It’s so nice to know that someone is  
investing in your future.
—CANDACE SMITH“ ”
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Meet Our New
    FOUNDATION OFFICERS

In the photo from left:  
Mary Jo Williams, Secretary 

Bob DeSanto, Esq., Chair 
Dr. Cadmus Hull, Vice Chair

R. Douglas Smithson, Treasurer  
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Alumni Association Meeting Dates
Mondays at 6 p.m.  |  Luciano Conference Center 

February 11 | March 11 | April 8  |  May 6
Open to all Cumberland Alumni. 

We hope you will join us! 
Please RSVP, regrets and accepts, to Maria LeBlanc 

mleblanc@cccnj.edu or call 856-200-4556

Making a Difference is produced by the Cumberland County College  
Foundation and the Alumni Association. The partnering on the newsletter  

allows for distribution of 10,000 copies two times per year.

Editor: Alice Woods; Design: Susan Nardelli; Writers: Maria LeBlanc,  
Alice Woods; Marketing/Newsletter Committee: Dr. Christine Ward Garrison, 
Chair; Barbara Ann Logan, Harvey McCubbin, Nancy James, Susan Nardelli,  

Alan Woodruff and Alice Woods.

Questions/Comments contact: Foundation/Alumni Office,  
Cumberland County College, P.O. Box 1500, Vineland, NJ 08362 

856.200.4558 • Fax: 856.690.0812 • www.cccnj.edu

Golf Classic
June 5, 2019
at the Union League  
National Golf Club

www.cccnj.edu/golfclassic

Upcoming Alumni &  
Foundation Events

Brews
News &

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019, 5:30–8:30 P.M.

Join us at Glasstown Brewery  
for an evening of fun!

An Alumni 
Networking 

Event

www.cccnj.edu/bingo

Benefits School Counts!



Winter 2019  |  3

New Year, New Opportunities for Students 
Dear Cumberland Alumni and Friends,

Cumberland County College had a quick start to this aca-
demic year, beginning with the new Cyber Security program 
on campus. Our Engineering and Technology program is 
strengthening day by day. Two new programs: Insurance 
Risk Management and Healthcare Risk Management were 
also created to meet the needs of area businesses.
Cumberland County College was fortunate to be chosen to 
be a pilot for the Community College Opportunity Grant 
(CCOG) which many refer to as the “Free College” grant. 
It is a last-dollar grant which allowed us to provide more 
assistance through advising to students needing help. It has 
afforded us the opportunity to upgrade one of our comput-
er labs and make it a tutoring center. In addition, we will 
increase support in the financial aid office.
Our STEM grant is moving full throttle as we begin pre-
paring our new Mechatronics Innovation Learning Lab 
(MILL)—previously known as the Aquaculture Barn. 
During the first phase, we will purchase the equipment for 
mechatronics. The space will also be used for robotics and 
drones. The drones’ instructor is a certified pilot.
Speaking of new opportunities, Cumberland now has an  
enhanced articulation agreement with Stockton University 
for multiple programs. The partnership provides the  
assurance that students can have a direct pathway to a 
bachelor’s degree at Stockton. Students will receive joint 
advising from Stockton and Cumberland, and be eligible 
for financial aid and scholarships.
We are also excited to be able to add another layer of  
opportunities as we work to secure a merger with Rowan 
College at Gloucester County (RCGC). This merger will 

not only bring more choices  
for our students, but also  
added benefits tied to Rowan  
University including 3+1 
programs and Rowan Choice 
which will offer our students 
a pathway to an affordable 
baccalaureate. 
Keep in mind that these new opportunities are in addition 
to the numerous articulations we currently have. We will 
also continue with the four partnerships with prominent 
institutions that are available through the Shirlee & Bernard 
Brown University Center.
Finally, Cumberland County is working together to offer 
training and support to the community through partnerships. 
Cumberland County College, CCTEC and the Workforce 
Development Boards of Cumberland, Camden, and Cape 
May counties believe that true collaboration will make us 
stronger. Our college currently offers training and classes 
in the areas of Allied Health, Advanced Manufacturing and 
Technical Education, Retail, Customer Service and Hospi-
tality, Information Technology, Professional Development, 
Adult Basic Education and ESL, and Business Training.
So, as you can see, 2019 will truly be a new year with new 
opportunities for students! Best wishes for a New Year 
that’s filled with opportunities.
Sincerely,

Shelly O. Schneider, Ed.D., Interim President

M E R G E R  U P D A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

The projected timeline is for a July 1, 2019 announcement. In the fall,  
we will be excited to welcome students to the Rowan College of South 
Jersey Cumberland campus.
• The Foundation Office remains independent
• The Alumni Association will continue to operate and hold events
• Cumberland Dukes athletics teams continue
• The Shirlee & Bernard Brown University Center will remain,  

and Rowan University will have a presence
• Workforce & Continuing Education courses will still be offered at Buck Street
• Clay College will continue operating in the Millville Arts & Innovation Center
• The merger is pending Middle States Commission on Higher Education approval
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More than $689,000 in Scholarships Awarded
The Cumberland County College Foundation helps hun-
dreds of students each year. For more than 50 years, the 
Foundation has enhanced the college’s image in the com-
munity, fostering lifelong relationships with alumni and 
friends. The path to higher education is not always easy, 
and many students need help along the way. To ensure that 
an education is affordable and attainable for students, the 
number one priority for the Cumberland County College 
Foundation is providing scholarships. Scholarships open 
the door to a college education for talented students who 
might otherwise be left thousands of dollars in debt, or not 
attend college at all. 
The Foundation is a 501(c)(3), fully integrated charitable 
organization that raises money for programs, state-of-
the-art facilities, and has helped propel students to great 
heights through scholarship donations. All scholarships at 
Cumberland County College come from the sole support of 
private donors. These gifts are an investment in people as 
well as in our future. Many scholarships are awarded based 
on merit and achievement. Additionally, the Foundation 
awards scholarships based on financial need. 
In academic year 2017-2018, the Cumberland County  
College Foundation awarded more than $689,000 in  

scholarships to deserving students. But the cost of college 
is higher and the amount of money students and their fam-
ilies are able to contribute is less. That is why scholarships 
are not just a bonus. They are crucial in bridging the gap 
between the increasing cost of tuition and what students 
and their families can afford. The most direct impact of a 
financial donation to a scholarship is supporting an indi-
vidual student—not just for college access, but through a 
successful completion of their degree. However, charitable, 
tax exempt gifts to scholarships have collective benefits to 
the community as well. Ultimately, the investment could 
mean that your gift changes a student’s life and a communi-
ty’s well-being in innumerable ways—and that, as a donor, 
is priceless. You can help the Foundation make a difference 
in the lives of students by contributing to scholarships by 
visiting our website at www.cccnj.edu/giving/give

THEY ARE CRUCIAL 
IN BRIDGING THE GAP 
BETWEEN THE INCREASING COST 
OF TUITION AND WHAT STUDENTS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES CAN AFFORD.

ARE NOT 
JUST A BONUS.
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OceanFirst Scholarships 
On January 7, 2019, OceanFirst Bank presented a $50,000 
check to the Cumberland County College Foundation for 
scholarships through our First2Go program. Through a  
generous donation from the OceanFirst Bank Foundation,  
we were proud to offer fifty $1,000 scholarships to students. 
The application for Fall 2019 scholarships is open and  
accessible at www.cccnj.edu/first2go.

Photo from left to right: Edward Geletka, Ana Saull, Maria LeBlanc, Alice 
Woods, Rob Quakenbush, Tracy Jenkins, Shelly Schneider.



these scholarships. Smith received the Catherine J. Arpino Scholarship. Several 
students also made brief comments at the dinner, sharing how the support from 
donors has made a difference in their ability to continue with their education. 
Rosa Quevedo Jose told the gathering what a difference the John M. Adair 
Scholarship has made in her life. 
Support for Cumberland’s students, faculty, and programs has always been a 
part of the college’s core. With the continued partnership of alumni and friends, 
the college’s mission to serve the public good and create a better future for stu-
dents can be fulfilled. Over the years, Cumberland County College’s distribution 
of scholarships to students in need, has averaged more than $675,000 annually. 
That is why the Foundation wanted to break from the traditional fundraising 
event model and simply take time to say thank you. 
During this first ever holiday event and appreciation dinner, area businesses, 
families and individuals were recognized for providing scholarships and fund-
ing programs. Additionally, all donors of every capacity were saluted during 
remarks by various speakers from the college including Bob DeSanto, Chair of 
the Foundation Board and Alice Woods, Director of the Cumberland County 
College Foundation. Special recognition was afforded to the following individu-
al and family donors: The Estate of Catherine J. Arpino, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard & 
Shirlee Brown and Ms. Marie Adair.
Several businesses were also honored at the event. The OceanFirst Foundation 
was honored for their annual commitment to help students who are the first to go 
to college in their families. Newfield National Bank and Century Savings Bank 
were honored for their respective scholarships, but also for their strong commit-
ment to the School Counts! program and scholarships for high school students 
qualifying for School Counts! certificates. “Without this financial assistance 
from all Foundation donors, many students would simply be unable to pursue 
higher education,” said Cumberland County College Interim President, Dr. 
Shelly Schneider. “Our donors have changed so many lives for the better.”
Response to the Giving Thanks event was overwhelmingly positive and the 
Cumberland County College Foundation looks forward to building on the suc-
cesses of the event by making this an annual tradition. The dinner was organized 
and led by the Foundation Office. For more information on the Cumberland 
County College Foundation and giving opportunities, visit our web page at 
www.cccnj.edu/giving/foundation
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DAVID HEMPLE

“As the President of Century Savings 
Bank, I see the power of the School 
Counts! program and the potential it 
has for our community. We are proud 
to be the lead supporter of School 
Counts! because we believe earning 
a college degree should be within 
everyone’s reach.”

Our donors 
have changed 
so many lives 
for the better.

 —Shelly O. Schneider, Ed.D.

“
”

Continued from cover



Remembering a Dedicated Cumberland 
Alumna, Dr. Babs Bennett
Dr. Bathsheba “Babs” Yvette Bennett, age 69 of 
Millville, passed away peacefully, surrounded by 
her loving friends, early Saturday morning, No-
vember 10, 2018 at the Millville Center. Born and 
raised in Millville, Dr. Bennett graduated from 
Millville High School, Class of 1968. As a mem-
ber of the Class of 1970, Babs went on to earn her 
associate degree from Cumberland County Col-
lege and then her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in Education from Glassboro State College (now 
Rowan University). She completed her education 
at Temple University, where she obtained her 
doctoral degree in Education.
Dr. Bennett was an extremely dedicated educator and public servant to the chil-
dren of Millville for more than 35 years. She began teaching sixth grade histo-
ry at Bacon School before becoming supervisor for more than 25 years of the 
Millville Public School’s Gifted and Talented program, which she designed and 
implemented with pride. Babs served in various roles, including president of the 
Cumberland County College Alumni Association for many years. In 2001, she 
was honored as a Distinguished Alumni. Her photograph hangs in the Distin-
guished Alumni Gallery in the Fine and Performing Arts Center at the college. 
Dr. Bennett had many achievements over the years that she was extremely proud 
of, especially when she was honored in Washington, D.C. for all of her tireless 
efforts in the Congressional Award Program at the Millville Public Schools. 
In 2012, she received the Inspiration Award, from the Congressional Award 
Foundation Board and the Joint Leadership of the United States Congress. 
The Inspiration Award is presented annually to an exceptional Congressional 
Award advisor for outstanding dedication and service in honoring the initiative, 
achievement and excellence of America’s youth. 
Babs loved horses. She was quite the accomplished equestrian and was active 
with 4-H for many years. She loved watching horse races, especially the Derby. 
Shopping, traveling, going out to dinner, and spending time with her friends 
were just a few of her favorite pastimes.

The Cumberland County College 
Alumni Association  
is raising money for  

a scholarship in her name,  
Dr. Bathesheba Yvette Bennett  

Memorial Scholarship 
If you would like to make a donation, 
please make checks payable to the  

Cumberland County College Foundation  
and send payment to:  

Cumberland County College 
 Foundation Office 

 P.O. Box 1500 
Vineland, NJ 08362
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Spring 2019 
DUKES HOME GAMES

Baseball
2/20 Mercer  3 p.m. 

2/24 Luzerne 12 & 2 p.m. 

3/2 Morris  12 & 2 p.m. 

3/3 SUNY Adirondack 12 & 2:30 p.m. 

3/5 Delaware CCC  3:30 p.m. 

3/7 Valley Forge 3 p.m. 

3/19 Jefferson U. 3 p.m. 

3/23 Union * 12 & 3 p.m. 

3/26 Atlantic Cape * 3 p.m. 

3/27 Monroe College 3:30 p.m. 

3/30 Middlesex * 12 & 2 p.m.

4/13 Ocean * 12 & 2 p.m.

4/16 Camden * 3:30 p.m. 

4/20 Northampton 12 & 2 p.m.

4/23 RCGC* 3:30 p.m.

5/1 Lehigh Carbon 3:30 p.m. 

5/4 Lackawanna 12 & 2 p.m.

Softball
3/23 Bergen * 12 & 2 p.m. 

3/24 Monroe - Bronx 12 & 2 p.m. 

3/30 Sussex* 12 & 2 p.m. 

3/31 Luzerne 12 & 2 p.m.

4/6 Lackawanna 12 & 2 p.m. 

4/13 Northampton 12 & 2 p.m.

4/27 Montgomery 12 & 2 p.m.

5/2 Ocean * 3:30 & 5 p.m.

*Conference Games

For more information and detailed   

scheduling visit www.dukesathletics.com



Radiography Sees  
Continued Growth  
and Student Success
Cumberland County College’s 
two-year, full time, accredited pro-
gram allows students to earn an as-
sociate degree in Applied Science. 
This degree makes them eligible 
to take the American Registry of 
Radiologic Technologists (ARRT) 
exam and obtain a state license. 
In 2018, 20 students graduated 
and each student passed the ARRT 
exam on the first attempt.

Once a student obtains ARRT 
certification, he or she is eligible 
to continue their education for ad-
ditional career advancing certifica-
tion. Cumberland offers two such 
programs; Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) and Computed 
Tomography (CT).

Students come to Cumberland 
County College from all over 
South Jersey in order to take 
advantage of this comprehensive 
career track. The program utiliz-
es ten hospitals and three private 
imaging centers as hands on sites 
for clinical work. 
 
This past year, an outdated mobile 
x-ray unit was replaced with a 
state-of-the-art digital model.

Alumna Spotlight: 
Nicole Wettstein
Nicole Wettstein was born and 
raised in Cumberland County and 
graduated from Millville Senior 
High School in 1997. She received 
her A.A.S degree in Computer Infor-
mation Systems from Cumberland 
County College and was also recog-
nized as the Outstanding Computer 
Science Student for 1999. She was 
a member of Phi Theta Kappa and 
was awarded the Phi Theta Kappa 
Transfer Scholarship, Cilento Fam-
ily Foundation Scholarship and the 
Bell Atlantic Scholarship in 1999.

She obtained her B.A. degree in 
Computer Science and Information 
Systems from the Richard Stock-
ton College of New Jersey in 2001 
and her M.S. degree in Information 
Systems from Drexel University in 
2008.

In 2001, she joined Computer Scienc-
es Corporation as an Associate Mem-
ber of the Technical Staff developing 
software for the AEGIS combat 
system for the US Navy. Beginning 
in 2003, she joined L-3 Communica-

tions as a member of the engineering staff working as a Process Engineer and 
received the Madhu S. Gokhale Scholarship from the Association of Scientists 
and Professional Engineering Personnel to continue her education. 

Today, Nicole is happy to be working at Rowan University as the Assistant 
Director of Advancement Services. In her spare time, she enjoys playing the 
trumpet and singing with the a cappella group, The Next Chapter. Nicole has 
received her ScrumAlliance Certified Scrum Master and ITIL Foundation 
Certifications and volunteers as webmaster of the Cumberland County Bar 
Association and “The Next Chapter” websites. She also loves coaching the 
FIRST FLL middle school robotics team, the Robotecs. For the past 15 years, 
she has volunteered in various capacities for the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life of Cumberland County and is currently a Tri-Lead for the 
county wide event. Nicole is also the current President of the Cumberland 
County College Alumni Association and also serves as Secretary for the 
Young Non-Profit Professionals Network of New Jersey. She is also a mem-
ber of the American Association of University Women, the ACE Women’s 
Network at Rowan University, serves on the Cumberland County College 
Advisory Board, and served as chairperson of the 2018 Cumberland County 
Youth Empowerment Summit for Girls.
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“I am extremely proud to be a  
Cumberland County College alumna! 
Cumberland made it possible for me 
to attend college fulltime and begin 
building my network and career imme-
diately upon graduating high school. 
Upon graduation and after transferring 
to a four- year university, I not only 
received my bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees, but also a solid career founda-
tion. I was prepared to begin climbing 
the corporate ladder while my fellow  
graduates were searching for intern-
ships. I truly believe this is due to 
the solid foundation, flexibility, and 
diversity I experienced as a student at 
Cumberland County College.”
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NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       83.7

CUMBERLAND MEAN SCORE     86.3



NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
VINELAND, NJ

PERMIT NO. 388
P.O. Box 1500, Vineland, NJ 08362-1500

Address Service Requested

SCH     L
counts!

“School Counts! is a great program. The scholarship  
enabled me to earn my degree in Education at  
Cumberland County College and not worry about the 
tuition. The classes at Cumberland were excellent,  
and I’m ready and well prepared for my transfer to 
Rowan University.”

— �Kaitlyn�Deem,�Education major 
 
HAVE CONTINUED THEIR EDUCATION THROUGH

A SCHOLARSHIP AND WORKFORCE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

www.cccnj.edu/schoolcounts

SINCE 2005, MORE THAN

1,200 FRESHMEN 
730 SOPHOMORES& 


